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Databases- an overview

Databases are the main resources you will need to use to find
relevant literature for your research.

Databases allow you to retrieve studies from a wide range of
academic journals, as well as sometimes other types of
Information such as conference proceedings.

A list of databases relevant to your subject can be found in

your subject guide
https://libquides.city.ac.uk/home



https://libguides.city.ac.uk/home
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There are databases available which cover specific subject
areas and those which cover all subjects.

Most databases can be accessed individually whilst some are
available under platforms (resources which provide access to
a number of different databases).

The two most well known platforms are EBSCOhost (which
provides access to databases covering a variety of subjects)
and Ovid Online (which provides access to health databases).

There Is no set number on how many databases you are
expected to search but a range of around 4 to 8 is comman
practice.
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Structuring a search

Unfortunately, searching databases isn't as simple as typing in
your research question and retrieving relevant studies.

For example, entering this search into a database will either
retrieve only a few results or lots of irrelevant results:

An analysis of how financial concerns contribute to mental health
/ssues amongst University students?

That Is because a database will either try and find studies
where all of these words appear or where any of these wor
appear.
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Select the main concepts of your question

Your first step, in performing a literature search, is to select
the main concepts from your topic, to highlight the most
searchable terms

From our example these concepts would be:

finances
mental health

University students

Terms such as analysis and contribute do not need to bé
added to a search as they are too broad and vague.
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Combining these concepts together using the AND operator
e.g. finances and mental health and University students

will retrieve results where all of these terms appear
somewhere within the text of a study.
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Think of related search terms

However, only using these terms will limit the results you find
as authors may use different terms to describe a concept.

Your next step is thus to find related terms for each of your
concepts e.qg.

finances- tuition fees; loans; rent
mental health- mental illness; mental disorders; depression

University students- undergraduates, graduates; postgraduates
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These terms can be combined together using the OR operator
e.g.

finances or tuition fees or loans or rent

will retrieve results where either of these terms appear in the
text of a study.
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Search techniques

There are a number of techniques you can add to your search
terms to either narrow or broaden your search.

These are known as:
m lruncation

m Phrase searching
= Wild cards




Truncation CityLibrary

Adding the * symbol at the end of a word stem will find
variants of that word. It is useful for retrieving both the singular

and the plural forms of a word in the same search, thus
producing more results e.g.

If you enter the term finances into a database you will
only retrieve results where that exact term appears.

If you enter financ* you will find both finance and financial
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Phrase searching

Some databases automatically place the AND operator
between your search terms. For example this search:

University students

would retrieve studies where the terms University and
students appear separately within the text of a study.

If you wish to restrict your search to a phrase you would need
to surround your terms with speech marks e.g.

"University students"”
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Wildcard

The Wildcard symbol # or ? allows you to find terms which
have alternate spellings, such as those which have English
and American English spellings e.qg.

In English the term organisation is spelt with 's’, whilst
the American spelling organization is spelt with 'z’

To find both, you would replace the 's' or 'z 'with the
wildcard symbol # e.g. organi#ation

INOTE] This technigue only works in databases available
from the EBSCOhost (#) and Ovid Online (?) platforms
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Database search functionalities

Combining your primary and related search terms together,
using relevant search techniques, would produce a search like
this:

financ* or "tuition fees" or loans or rent* and "mental health" or "mental
illness" or "mental disorders" or depress* or anxiety and "University
students" or undergraduates or graduates or postgraduates or Masters
or doctora™®

However, in many databases entering the search this
way would not be the best option, as different databases have
different functionalities.
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Basic searching

Most databases will provide a basic search option (in some
databases this may be the only option). This usually consists
of one line for you to enter your search terms.

With this option you will usually get lots of results, many of
which will be irrelevant. This is because the database will
retrieve results where your search terms appear anywhere
within the text of a study.

(Don’t worry! Results are usually listed in order of relevance)
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In some databases you can enter your search like this and the
database will understand the search you are asking it to

perform.

financ* or "tuition fees" or loans or rent* and "mental health" or
"mental illness" or "mental disorders" or depress* or anxiety and
"University students" or undergraduates or graduates or postgraduates
or Masters or doctora*™

In other databases you may need to separate each concept of
your search, using brackets, in order for the database to

understand the search.

(financ* or "tuition fees" or loans or rent*) and ("mental health or
"mental illness" or "mental disorders" or depress* or anxiety) and
("University students" or undergraduates or graduates or postgradua
or Masters or doctora™)
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Advanced searching

The Advanced Search option in databases will normally allow
you to add a separate line for each concept of your search

e.g.

financ® or "tuition fees" or loans or rent®
AND = || "mental health” or "mental illness" or "ments

AND ~ || "University students" or undergraduates or ¢
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Advanced searches will usually retrieve more relevant

results than a basic search as they give you more control over
your search.

This is because they allow you to choose where your
search terms appear within a study by selecting a field.

financ* or "tuition fees" or loans or rer || AB Abstract or Author-Supplied Abstract ~

AND ~ || "mental health" or "mental illne || AB Abstract or Author-Supplied Abstract ~

AND ~ || "University students" or underg || AB Abstract or Author-Supplied Abstract ~
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The common fields you can select from are:

Title- selecting this field will retrieve results where your search
terms appear in the title of a study.

Abstract- selecting this field will retrieve results where your
search terms appear in the abstract (summary) of a study.

Keyword- selecting this field will retrieve results where your
search terms appear frequently in a study.

Text- selecting this field will retrieve results where your
search terms appear within the text of a study.

(we recommend using the Abstract field, in most cases
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VIDEO DEMO E

Comparison of search results without selecting search fields
and with selecting search fields



https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Comparison+of+search+results+without+selecting+search+fields+and+with+selecting+search+fields/1_8axj5bi9
https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Comparison+of+search+results+without+selecting+search+fields+and+with+selecting+search+fields/1_8axj5bi9

Search History
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Some databases provide a Search History function.

With this function, each search you perform is added to your

Search History e.qg.

Search History/Alerts

Print Search History  Refrieve Searches  Refrieve Alerts  Save Searches [ Alerts

Skt deselectal | Searchwith AND | Searchwith OR | | Delete Searches

SeachIDs  Search Terms

83 [ AB universfy studes" or underoraduates or graduates or postgraduatss or Masters or doctora® or PAD

82 [ AB "mental healt or "menial lness" or "mental disorders” or depress” o andety

St [ ABfinanc* or'tuiion fees” or loans or rent”

Search Options

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Expanders - Aply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Refresh Search Results

Actions

& View Results (2734%2) * (d) View Details (£ Edit

& View Results (537602) i) ViewDetails [ Edit

& View Results (525859) (@ View Detals (. Edit
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The Search History allows you to perform different
combinations of searches e.qg.

Combining searches 1 AND 2 AND 3 will retrieve studies relating to
finances and mental health and University students

% QYS1ANDSZADSS Expanders - Aogy equivalent subjec' & View Results (201)

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

If you wanted to broaden your search you could just combine searches 1
AND 3 which would find studies not mentioning mental health

I BEDES Expanders - Aophy enuivalent subjecs O View Results (7920)

$earch modes - Boolean/Prase

If you wanted to find studies relating to the UK you could perform another
search and combine this with Searches 1 AND 2 AND 3 J
ST E)STANDSZANDSIAND 86 Expanders - Anpl equivaent subjecs & View Results (29)

Search modes - BooleanPhrase
e
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VIDEO DEMO @

Using the Search History function

i


https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Using+the+Search+History+function/1_qauocsei
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You can also edit searches within your Search history, for
example, if you want to remove or add search terms.

83 D AB “|.|nive|’sm" StLIdenIS" or Unde"gmduates or graduates ar pOStgfadLlaleS ar I'.-1aSTerS or dOETOf‘d" or PhD Expanders _Apph equwmem SUD]EC‘S ‘g View Results (2'{3492) I’ View Datails ] Edit

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Edit Search '~

Save || Cancel

Search Terms

AB "university students" or undergraduates or
graduates or postgraduates or Masters or
doctora® or PhD
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VIDEO DEMO @

Editing a search in the Search History
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https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Editing+a+search+in+your+Search+History/1_iqiz2rat
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Controlled vocabulary/Subject
Heading searching

Controlled Vocabulary searching involves searching the index
of databases to find studies categorised under a given subject.

This is Is looked upon as the most advanced form of literature
searching as you rely upon search terms derived by the
database itself to retrieve studies, rather than your own search
terms.

(Most databases which perform this function can be found in
the EBSCOhost and Ovid Online platforms).




CityLibrary

When searching the index of a database for Subject
Headings you can only enter one search term.

MNew Search Publications Subject Terms Cited References More -

" Searching: Academic Search Complete | Choose Databases

EBSCOhost x| Search

Basic Search Advanced Search Search History

Subjects Places People

Browsing: Academic Search Complete -- Subject Terms
—

finances BErowse

T Term Begins With | Term Contains ® Relevancy Ranked

The database will retrieve the available Subject
Heading(s) closest to the term you entered.

FINANCIAL disclosure
GOWVERNMENT treasurers
CORPORATE finance
FINANCE ministers
STUDENTS -- Finance
BANK examination

BANK compliance
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Clicking on a Subject Heading will take you into the
databases index where broader, related and narrowerterms

may be listed.

You can select as many of these Subject Headings as you
feel are relevant.

L4 STUDENTS - Finance

Scope Note Here are entered general works on the personal finances of students. Works on financing education are entered under "Education — Finance." [EPC]
Narrower Terms ¢ STUDENT loan debt
Related Terms EDUCATIONAL finance

Your search will be added into the databases Search History.
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VIDEO DEMO @

Performing a Subject Heading search
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https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Performing+a+Subject+Heading+search/1_mc44sf2c
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You may need to perform more than one Subject Heading
search for the same concept.

Another search term relating to student finances, for example,
is fuition fees. As this was not listed as a Subject Heading
under the previous search for finances, you would need to
check if it is listed elsewhere in the databases index. If it is
you can select it and it will be added to your Search History.

As the search term rent is also related to student finances
you should also perform a separate Subject Heading search
for that term as well.
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VIDEO DEMO E

Performing additional Subject Heading searches for
the same concept

i


https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Performing+additional+Subject+Heading+searches+for+the+same+concept/1_5adt93bi
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Combining your Subject Heading search

with your own 'free text' search

Your Subject Heading search(es) should be combined with
your own free text search using either the Basic or Advanced
search options within the same database e.qg.

financ*® or "tuition fees" or loans or rer || AB Abstract or Author-Supplied Abstract ~ m

AND - Select a Field (optional) = Clear (?

AND - Select a Field (optional) =

This extra search is necessary because:

ma Subject Heading may have been mistakenly left out of the
description of a study

ma particular search term may not be listed as a Subjec
Heading in the database you are searching




Print Search History  Retrieve Searches  Retrieve Alerts  Save Searches / Alerts

« Select/ deselectall | Search with AND | || search with 0r | | Delete Searches

Search ID#  Search Terms

o S4 B AB financ™ or "uition fees" or loans or rent

i S3 EJ DE "RENT" OR DE "RENTAL housing" OR DE "LANDLCRD-lenant relations”
v s2 EJ DE "UNIVERSITY tuition”

v 81 EJ DE "STUDENTS -- Finance" OR DE "STUDENT loan debt"

This will give you your completed

Search History/Alerts

Print Search History Retrieve Searches Retrieve Alerts  Save Searches / Aleris

Search Options

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

CityLibrar
Your Subject Heading and free text searches, for the same

concept, should be merged together using the OR operator In
your Search History.

Search History/Alerts

Refresh Search Results

Actions

& view Results (506,034) (i View Details | Edit
& view Results (9.001) (@ View Details = = Edit
& view Results (901) (@ View Details = [/ Edit

& view Results (1.168) (@ View Details = 7 Edit

search for that concept.

Refresh Search Results

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes _ Boolean/Phrase
S e

Select / deselect all | Search with AND | | Search with OR | | Delete Searches
s5 EJ S1 OR S2 OR S3 OR S4
sS4 G AB financ® or "tuition fees" or loans or rent
s3 [ DE "RENT" OR DE "RENTAL housing” OR DE "LANDLORD-tenant relations”
s2 [EJ DE "UNIVERSITY tuition”
s1 EJ DE "STUDENTS —- Finance" OR DE "STUDENT Ican debt”

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Bcolean/Phrase

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjecis

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Boolean/Phrase

Expanders - Apply equivalent subjects

Search modes - Bcolean/Phrase

& view Results (512,630) | @ view Details 1 Edit
& view Results (506,034) (Z View Details 7 Edit
& view Results (2,001) (@ View Details | = Edit
& view Results (901) (@ View Details 1 Edit

& view Results (1,168) (&l View Details ] Edit
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VIDEO DEMO @

Merging Subject Heading and free text searches
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https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Merging+Subject+Heading+and+free+text+searches/1_nmub2jjl
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Subject Heading and free text searches will need to be
performed, and merged, for all the other concepts of your
topic.

Once you have done this, your final search for each concept
should be combined with the AND operator.

This will give you your final result.




Search Mistory/Alerts

o Bearoh Seerms Baary h Codans

i m.,m....o. P—
' AND S0 AND 514

& |

L~

Bearsh cinted  FEcAoan 10

Merged Subject Heading and free text
~ terms relating to University students

S00rCHh MOCES - DOCR AN T A

derr susjects

WAPINGers - AGpfy Gpreann! Sl

Merged Subject Heading and free
text terms relating to mental health
2 mental Pedtr” of Thencal Aness’ OF "Menty Asoroers” OF 0e00ess” OF 2mety EXpanders - Acply eoutayent sucyscts
Search modes - Fockan™hae
EPRESSION 0 cotene sudests” O TE "ANXETY Expanders - Acply eoul
F VENTAL hea®t OR NF "PRYCHOLOGICAL sress” OR OF "WVENTAL ancss” Expanders - Apply ocul/aesT susycts
Merged Subject Heading and free
text terms relating to finance =
o ean o Hxpanders - Acpdy couna
e I8} NTAL houang* OR D “LANDLOSD-enar PDON Uxpanders - Aceh Coul et sty !

Actirs

N View fesults

N View Results (300 1"

N View Resuits

N View Resuits

N View Results 111

N View Reslits

N View Results (511 945

 View Results (137 725)

" View Results (07 267

N View Reaults (16185

W View Results (10

~ View Results (527

 View Resuits 9

| Radresh hearsh Resaits

Vieew Owtaile

£ Vi Datailn

| Ve Detailn

£ View Detans

t2 o Vew Details

£ View Detain

£ vaw Details

& view Deils

4 Vow Dataits

1) @ View Details

218) b View Details

£ view Detaits

A View Detais

’ Edn

' Edn

" ®ait

Edn

' Ban
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VIDEO DEMO E

Combining the results from each concept of your
search to achieve your final result



https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Combining+results+from+each+concept+of+your+search+to+achieve+your+final+result/1_f4m4dqmh
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Filter/Limit options

Most databases will provide limit/filter options allowing you to
make your search more specific to your needs.

These options vary from database to database but the most
common filters include:

Publication date
Language
Age group
Publication type
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VIDEO DEMO @

Limit/Refine options in EBSCOhost
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https://mediaspace.city.ac.uk/media/Limit+Refine+options+in+EBSCOhost/1_5hp90cox
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